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 “The importance of the Reflections Program cannot be overstated. Children and young adults 

who might not have immediate access to a creative outlet are not only provided with one, but 

given the opportunity to challenge themselves on a national stage. As a strong believer in the 

power of artistic thinking, I wanted to be a part of the process.” 

James Young 

Avant-Garde Improviser/Composer 

Peabody Institute 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 “The Reflections Program provides a wonderful opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate the 

work being created by young, promising professional artists of the future. It is a unique program 

that also creates opportunity for connecting young artists with professionals, and mentorship. 

Judging for this year's program was an honor and privilege. I believe that to be an artist is to give 

back, to teach what you learn, to inspire those who follow.”    

Helanius J. Wilkins 

Founder & Artistic Director 

EDGEWORKS Dance Theater 

www.hjwEdgeworks.org 

 

 

 “As a producer for MRB, I watch and help create countless films and commercials of all levels 

of quality, so it was a wonderful experience to see such a high level of creativity and talent from 

the children who participated in the National PTA Reflections contest. Along with MRB director 

Bryan Elsom and our marketing director Sara Armour, I deeply believe that a passion for 

creativity is born at a young age, and it must be encouraged and nurtured so that these children 

continue to express themselves and their imaginations. This is why the National PTA Reflections 

program is essential.” 

Brandon Rothenberg 

Award-Winning Producer 

MRB 

http://www.hjwedgeworks.org/


www.mrbfilms.com 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“The Reflections Program is a fantastic opportunity for aspiring young artists to exercise their 

creative cells and share their works with others at the community/state/national level! There was 

a wide range of interpretations for the theme „Together We Can‟, which was encouraging and 

interesting to see coming from the younger generation.  

 

I participated as a judge because I am interested in keeping in time with what the younger 

generation is interested in, and doing these days, and am also curious about arts and music 

education at the public school level. Thanks for the opportunity. It was a wonderful experience!” 

 

Emily Koh 

Music Educator and Award-Winning Composerhttp://www.emilykoh.net 

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

 “Reflections brought out the best of the country's young musical talents, and it was my honor as 

a visiting composer from Singapore to judge this wonderful program.” 

Zhangyi Chen 

One of Singapore's Leading Young Composers 

Peabody Institute  

www.chenzhangyi.com 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“It is The Writer‟s Center‟s mission to cultivate the creation, publication, presentation, and 

dissemination of creative work, as we believe it enriches lives and opens doors to knowledge and 

understanding. Nowhere is that better evidenced than in the PTA‟s Reflections contest, and it 

was an honor to be a part of it.” 

Caitlin Hill 

Writer, Editor, and Professor 

Poet Lore & The Writer’s Center 

www.poetlore.com,  www.writer.org 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 “The Reflections Program provides a wonderful chance to develop one's musical creativity. I 

decided to participate in this program because I'd like to share my experience as a composer with 

prospective musicians.”  

Jin-Hwa Choi 

Contemporary Music Composer 

 http://jinhwachoi.com 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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“In my role as Director of Studio Education & Conservatory for CityDance Ensemble, my main 

focus is the identification and nurturing of talent in our children and youth-- the gifted dance 

performers who are developing as interpretive artists, as well as the young choreographers who 

are beginning to explore the essential and primary impulse of dance creation. 

 

Encouraging the creative energy of the young choreographer and the development of his or her 

vision as the future architect of movement, as vehicle for expression of personal, communal and 

universal ideas, as an actualizer for the next generation of dance... begins with the simple idea, I 

can create. 

 

I was proud to serve on the PTA Reflections dance adjudication panel this year and to be 

immersed in this affirmation in every step of the process.” 

Lorraine Audeoud Spiegler 

Respected and Renowned Dance Director and Educator 

CityDance Ensemble 

www.citydance.net 

 

 

“Judging often causes me to wonder about the early stages of an artist's journey, as I rarely have 

the opportunity to see what led to their mature, professional work. The Reflections competition 

reversed this situation, and it is a pleasure and honor to play a part in the development of so 

many young peoples' artistic lives.”  

Nicholas Simmons 

Internationally Renowned Watercolorist 

www.nicholassimmons.com 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 “The quality of the entries reflected a wide range of arts education in the US and its territories. It 

is important for all school districts to recognize the importance of the arts in public education to 

promote creativity and support alternative methods of learning.  The Reflections program 

provides a tool to recognize students for their success in the arts and even the balance with the 

huge amount of recognition usually afforded students who excel in sports.” 

 

Fran Abrams 

Award-Winning Polymer Clay Artist 

www.franabrams.com 

 

 

 “As a long-time amateur and recent professional photographer, the youth photography I judged 

makes me yearn to see the creative and emotional photography these kids will be accomplishing 

in five or ten years from now.  These future photographers humbled me.” 

Paul Oberle 

Photographer 

http://dcdiscombobulated.blogspot.com 

 

 

http://www.citydance.net/
http://www.nicholassimmons.com/
http://www.franabrams.com/
http://dcdiscombobulated.blogspot.com/

