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What is the Huggable 
Heroes program? 

For the past 10 years, Build-A-Bear Workshop® has recognized young leaders who 
make a difference in their communities through the Huggable Heroes® program. This 
program was designed to encourage and empower kids to be leaders and award them 
for their dedication and accomplishments. To date, more than 100 Huggable Heroes 
have been honored for their outstanding community service efforts. 
 
In celebration of the 10th birthday of the Huggable Heroes program, Build-A-Bear 
Workshop is joining forces with The Jefferson Awards for Public Service, a prestigious 
community service recognition organization co-founded by Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis, Senator Robert Taft, Jr. and Sam Beard, to provide their state of the art 
GLOBECHANGERS mentoring and training. 
 

When is the nomination 
period? 

Nominations are accepted Friday, January 18 through Thursday, February 28, 2013. 

 
Who can be nominated? 

 
Young leaders, ages eight through 18 years old as of February 28, 2013, who have 
made positive contributions in their communities and/or around the world. 
 

Who can make 
nominations? 

Anyone ages eight and above -- parents, grandparents, relatives, siblings, teachers, 
community leaders, friends -- young people can even nominate themselves. 
 

How do you nominate 
someone? 

Nominate a candidate by visiting: buildabear.com/huggableheroes, or by picking up an 
entry form at participating Build-A-Bear Workshop stores (beginning Friday, January 18, 
2013). 
 

How many Huggable 
Heroes will be selected? 

Ten Huggable Heroes will be selected from the U.S., Puerto Rico and Canada. 
 

 
How are the Huggable 
Heroes selected? 
 

 
Honorees will be selected in three stages: Semifinalists, Finalists, and Huggable 
Heroes. The entries will be narrowed down by independent judges to 80 Semifinalists. 
Judges will then select 30 Finalists and finally the 10 Huggable Heroes. 
 

What do the Huggable 
Heroes win? 

The 10 selected Huggable Heroes will each receive $10,000 ($6,400 in the form of an 
educational scholarship and Jefferson Awards GLOBECHANGERS mentoring and 
training program valued at $1,100 from Build-A-Bear Workshop and $2,500 from the 
Build-A-Bear Workshop Foundation to be donated to the 501(c)(3) charity or Canadian 
cause of their choice). In addition, the Huggable Heroes will receive a trip for 
themselves and one parent, or legal guardian, to St. Louis, home of Build-A-Bear 
Workshop World Bearquarters, where they will be celebrated for their work, participate 
in a professional photo shoot, a Jefferson Awards GLOBECHANGERS BOOTCAMP 
and a day of service. 

 

http://www.buildabear.com/huggableheroes

