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While results of the Global Spirit of Childhood 
Report1 show that the spirit of childhood is at 
risk universally around the world, regional 
differences demonstrate how varied the 
urgent pressures of work, family fun and 
technology’s impact on family connection can 
be across cultures. Results from each region 
and the countries within them offered a 
unique look at family and everyday life. 

North America 

• Data suggests that the spirit of childhood may be thriving more in Canada than in 
other countries surveyed: 

o Only 26% of Canadian parents say they spent more time together as a family 
when they were growing up than they spend with their own children now – 
compared to the global average of 46%.  

o Only 40% of Canadian parents say they rarely experience feelings of 
childhood delight, compared to larger majorities of parents surveyed in India 
(80%), China (72%) and Mexico (66%). 

• 63% of parents surveyed in North America say that spending time together having 
fun as a family is more important than their own hobbies, which is higher than the 
global average. 

Asia-Pacific 

• 64% of parents in China say it is easier to schedule meetings or tasks at work than it 
is to schedule time with their children. 

• A slight majority of parents (52%) in China say they communicate more with their 
children through technology than in-person. 

• Relative to their Asia-Pacific peers, the notion of being carefree and a child again is 
particularly attractive to parents in India. Among the Asia-Pacific countries 
surveyed, India shows the highest proportion of parents (88%) who say they wish 
they could be carefree like when they were children. 

• Slightly more than two-thirds (67%) of parents surveyed in China say their children 
are more interested in interacting with technology than in sharing activities with 
their parents. 

• 61% of parents surveyed in the Asia-Pacific region agree2 that they spent more time 
together as a family when they were growing up than they spend with their own 
children now, above the global average of 46%. 

Latin America 

• Parents in Latin America (52%) say their children are more interested in interacting 
with technology than in sharing activities with them.  

 
• Particularly high percentages of parents in Peru (98%), Costa Rica (95%) and Puerto 

Rico (94%) agree that kids grow up much more quickly than previous generations. 
                                                   
1	  The Global Spirit of Childhood Report was a survey conducted during a six-week period between November and December of 2011.  More 
than 7,000 parents with children under the age of 18 participated in this study. Local surveys were conducted via online and in-person 
interviews in 20 countries and regions, including: Canada, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Mexico, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Romania, Spain, the United Kingdom, the United States and Venezuela. Responses 
were given as completely agree, somewhat agree, neither agree or disagree, somewhat disagree, and completely disagree. 
 
2 Agree includes responses for completely agree and somewhat agree. 
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• Among all countries in the study, Ecuador has the largest majority of parents (58%) 
who do not take the time to have fun with their children on a daily basis, closely 
followed by Germany and Mexico, both at 56%.   

Western Europe 

• Only 34% of parents in Western Europe say they would trade part of their salary for 
more time with their children each day, compared to 62% of parents in Asia-Pacific, 
60% in Latin America, and 41% in North America. 

• Some of the countries with the highest proportions of parents who say they have less 
time for their children compared to a few years ago are located in Europe, including 
Portugal (39%), Germany (38%) and France (33%). 

• 89% of parents in Portugal wish their children had more time to “just be kids,” the 
highest percentage in all 20 countries surveyed. 

Central & Eastern Europe, Middle East & Africa (CEEMA3) 

• 72% of parents surveyed in Central & Eastern Europe, Middle East & Africa (CEEMA) 
say they don’t take the time to have fun on a daily basis, 8 percentage points higher 
than the global percentage of 59%, but lower than Latin America (80%) and Asia-
Pacific (78%). 

• 81% of parents in Poland and Romania say they sometimes wish they could be 
carefree like when they were children.  
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3 CEEMA countries included in the study are Romania and Poland 


