
 
Lake Superior vs. Super Quality of the Lands’ End Squall 

 
 For 30 years, the Squall® jacket has been the workhorse of the Lands’ End outerwear 

collection.  Designed by founder Gary Comer in 1982, the Squall has remained mostly unchanged 

over the past three decades.  While the style has remained the same, this year, for the first time, 

this classic jacket designed for sailors on the Great Lakes is wind and waterproof.  The seam-

sealed nylon shell paired with a soft ThermaCheck® 300 lining helps make the Squall the best 

go-to jacket for men, women and kids.   

To make sure the “new” Squall would perform under the harshest conditions, a group of 

Lands’ End employees joined the crew of the M/V Paul R. Tregurtha – the largest freighter on the 

Great Lakes – for a four-day trip from Duluth, Minnesota, to St. Clair, Michigan.  The entire crew 

of the Tregurtha was outfitted in the new Squall to see if its superior quality stood up to Lake 

Superior. 

The Crew and their Vessel 

 It takes 22 experienced mariners to operate the Tregurtha through the rough waters of 

Lake Superior and Lake Huron.  At 1,013 feet, the Tregurtha is over three football fields long, 

hauling nearly 65,000 tons of coal or iron ore, nonstop for 10 months of the year.  It’s not 

uncommon for the crew to battle gale force winds, freezing temperatures, driving rain and 

snow…or all of the above on any given trip.  With safety a top concern, one of the many things 

the crew does on each trip is make sure they are properly dressed to do battle with Mother Nature. 

The Squall Test 

 The entire crew of the Tregurtha was outfitted in the new Squall jacket for 30 days.  The 

test was simple – did the Squall provide warmth and dryness?  At the end of the 30-day test, the 

entire crew was not only asked how warm they stayed in the bulk-free jacket, but also how dry 

they stayed in wet conditions.    

Bill Chrysler, a wheelman/watchman on the Tregurtha and a 14 year veteran of the Great 

Lakes said, “As a merchant mariner I’m always concerned with three things: The wind. The 

temperature.  And precipitation.  This protects me from everything.”   

“We go through some pretty rough weather.  You get on Lake Superior with some big 

waves and some strong winds, it’s windy.  You’ve got waves crashing over the bow.  If these 

jackets can survive out here with us, they can survive anywhere,” commented 1st Engineer David 

Riveria. 

Kids Benefit Too 

 Starting at under $100 for men and women, the quality offered by the Squall jacket 

makes it one of the best values on the market.  Unlike most outerwear makers who remove 

quality from kids’ jackets, Lands’ End offers kids’ styles with the same waterproof and 

windproof details that are available in the adult Squall.  After passing the test on the deck of the 

Tregurtha, the Squall will pass any test men, women, and kids can throw at it.   

 

**Experience the voyage at www.landsend.com/squall/thevoyage/** 
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For more information about Lands’ End® outerwear, please contact 

 Adam Sodersten at adam.sodersten@landsend.com or 608-935-6395.  


