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Follow President Abraham Lincoln’s Steps in Illinois

CONTACT:
Brian Rehme
Brian.Rehme@Fleishman.com
312.729.3645

Lincoln loved Illinois. Illinois loved him. Nobody embodies the state quite like Abraham     
Lincoln, and there’s no better state than Illinois to discover his heritage. As the world renews 
its fascination with one of our nation’s greatest presidents thanks to Steven Spielberg’s new 
movie, Lincoln, explore the history of Honest Abe in nearly every corner of the state.  

Lincoln lived in Springfield, Decatur and New Salem during his time in Illinois. His presence 
can be found everywhere from the remarkable presidential library and hallowed halls of the 
Old State Capitol to the meticulously reconstructed log cabin and village that defined his 
humble upbringing.

Nowhere gets you closer to Abraham Lincoln than Springfield, Illinois. Touch a piece of 
history at Lincoln’s Tomb. Visit the only home Abraham Lincoln and Mary Todd ever owned, 
now a national historic site. Understand the complexities of his life at one of the largest          
presidential museums of its kind. Just north of Springfield, walk through the reconstructed 
village of New Salem from his youth.

The Lincoln legacy doesn’t stop there. Explore Alton’s Lincoln & Civil War Legacy Trail at 
ten different sites around the town. See the place where Lincoln and Douglas debated, the 
“duel that never happened,” and stop by the Ryder Building where Lincoln served clients as 
an  attorney. Branch out and traverse the state to uncover hidden history by following the   
“Looking for Lincoln” path. Each stop along the way, marked by the “Looking for Lincoln” trail 
logo and placards, makes your own treasure hunt of Lincoln history!

The following guide will provide you with everything you need to know to explore the Land 
of Lincoln through the eyes of one of the United States’ greatest leaders. For even more trip 
ideas, visit EnjoyIllinois.com, where you can download the free Enjoy Illinois travel app.    

“My friends - No one, not in my situation, can appreciate my feeling of 
sadness at this parting. To this place, and the kindness of these people, 
I owe everything.” – Springfield Farewell Address February 11, 1861.

http://www.EnjoyIllinois.com


3

Lincoln Attractions in Illinois

Alton
Lincoln & Civil War Legacy Trail
Address: Citywide, Alton
Phone: (618) 465-6676
Walk in the footsteps of Abraham Lincoln in the place where 
history was made. Alton was the location of the final 
Lincoln-Douglas debate and the place where U.S. Senator 
Lyman Trumbull authored the 13th Amendment, putting an 
end to slavery in the United States. Start your journey along 
the trail at the Lincoln-Douglas Square and proceed to nine 
historic sites. visitalton.com

Charleston
Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site
Address: South 4th Street, Charleston 
Phone: (217) 345-1845
Experience the 1840s home of Thomas and                      
Sarah Bush Lincoln, father and stepmother of Abraham                             
Lincoln. The site includes a working, living historic farm                                    
developed around a two-room cabin. A second farmstead, 
the Stephen Sargent Farm, has been moved to the site to 
help broaden visitors’ understanding of the 1840’s rural life in 
Illinois. charlestontourism.org/Attractions.html  

Lincoln Douglas Debate Museum
Address: 416 West Madison Avenue, Charleston 
Phone: (217) 348-0430
Step back in time and retrace the famous                          
senatorial debates of 1858 between Abraham Lincoln and 
Stephan Douglas in the only Illinois museum to do so. The                                 
museum’s exhibits and interactive displays tell the story of 
the debates through artifacts, photos, audio selections and 
film. charlestontourism.org/Attractions.html

Did you know?
Lincoln married Mary Todd November 4, 1842 in   
Springfield.

Lincoln delivered his “Farewell Address” to the    
people of Springfield February 11, 1861 from the 
rear of his car at the Great Western Railroad station.

Abraham Lincoln volunteered to serve in the Black 
Hawk War and marched with his company from 
New Salem to Beardstown. It was in Beardstown 
that Lincoln was elected captain of his company. 
The approximate site of this historic occurrence is       
marke d in Schmoldt Park.

The seven debates in the campaign for one of 
Illinois’ two United States Senate seats between 
Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas were 
held in the following Illinois cities: Ottawa, Freeport, 
Jonesboro, Charleston, Galesburg, Quincy and 
Alton.

The Lincoln family were devoted to their pets. They 
had a dog named Fido and several cats, which Mrs. 
Lincoln called her husband’s “hobby.” Mr. Lincoln’s 
rode his horse, Old Bob, when he was traveling 
on the circuit and he was part of Lincoln’s funeral 
procession in Springfield.

http://www.visitalton.com
http://www.charlestontourism.org/Attractions.html
http://www.charlestontourism.org/Attractions.html
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Lincoln Attractions in Illinois

Lincoln
Lincoln Heritage Museum
Address: 300 Keokuk Street, Lincoln 
Phone: (217) 735-3155
The Lincoln Heritage Museum allows visitors to appreciate the incredible life and legacy of       
Abraham Lincoln. The museum began in 1942 when an 1887 Lincoln University alumnus Judge 
Lawrence Stringer willed his vast Lincoln and Logan County history collection to the college with 
the stipulation that a museum be established. See a multitude of rare Abraham Lincoln artifacts, 
including an 1860 campaign poster, a lock of his hair, Mary Lincoln’s jewelry and Tad Lincoln’s 
rocking chair. lincolncollege.edu/museum

Petersburg
Lincoln’s New Salem State Historic Site
Address: 15588 History Lane, Petersburg
Phone: (217) 632-4000
Explore New Salem as it looked in the 1830s when Abraham Lincoln lived in the quaint village. 
Converse with village people, see authentic blacksmiths and browse handmade items at the New 
Salem country store. Abraham Lincoln lived in New Salem as a young adult while studying law and 
forging his political career. It is located only 20 minutes from Springfield. lincolnsnewsalem.com

After his death, Abraham Lincoln’s body traveled in a special train for the 1,700-mile trip to   
Springfield. On May 3 and 4, 1865, his body lay in an open casket on an elaborate velvet-covered 
catafalque in the Old State Capitol’s Representatives Hall as a crowd estimated at 75,000 filed 
past to pay their last respects. At the time, the city of Springfield had a population of just under 
17,000.

Headquarters of the Illinois Republican Party, Lincoln would often stay at luxury hotel, the Tremont 
House, during his many trips to Chicago, and it was here that he launched his first senatorial 
campaign, from the balcony of the hotel. Located near the present-day intersection of Lake St. and 
Dearborn St., the hotel fell victim to the great Chicago Fire of 1871.

In addition to Abraham Lincoln, the remains of Mary Todd Lincoln and three of the Lincoln’s four 
children are buried in The Lincoln Tomb. Robert Todd Lincoln, the only Lincoln child to reach 
adulthood, is buried in Arlington National Cemetery near Washington, D.C. There are no direct 
descendants of Abraham Lincoln. His three great grandchildren had no children of their own.

At the height of the Civil War, President Lincoln’s signature authorized the establishment of 
national cemeteries, honoring those who die in service to the United States. The Abraham Lincoln 
National Cemetery is located approximately 50 miles south of Chicago, near Joliet, IL.  

http://www.lincolncollege.edu/museum
http://www.lincolnsnewsalem.com/


Lincoln Attractions in Illinois

Springfield
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum
Address: 212 N. 6th Street, Springfield
Phone: (800) 610-2094 
Dedicated to the life and legacy of our 16th President, the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Museum, unlike any other in the U.S., features 
hi-tech exhibits, interactive displays, and multimedia programs, as 
well as a reproduction of the White House as it looked in 1861. The 
holographic and special effects theatres will entertain, educate and 
mesmerize you with ghostly images, live actors and high action. 
You’ll also witness the 1860 Presidential Election as though it were 
happening today, and watch the entirety of Civil War take place in 
four minutes. presidentlincoln.org 

Lincoln Tomb State Historic Site
Address: 1500 Monument Avenue, Springfield
Phone: (217) 782-2717
The Tomb is the final resting place of President Lincoln, his wife and 
three of their four children. It was constructed between 1869-1874 in 
Springfield’s Oak Ridge Cemetery. The 117-foot Tomb, designed by 
sculptor Larkin Mead, is constructed of brick sheathed with Quincy 
granite. At the Tomb entrance is a bronze reproduction of Gutzon 
Borglum’s marble head of Lincoln, located in the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington, D.C. lincolntomb.org

Old State Capitol Historic Site
Address: 1 North Old State Capitol Plaza, Springfield
Phone: (217) 785-9363
See the statehouse as it was during Lincoln’s years. Lincoln           
visited the building frequently as both a lawyer and a politician, 
serving in the building during his last term in the Illinois House of                       
Representatives and delivering the famous 1858 “House Divided” 
speech in Representatives Hall, and using the governor’s rooms as 
a headquarters during the 1860 presidential campaign. illinoishistory.
gov
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Robert Lincoln donated the family home in 
Springfield to the State of Illinois in 1887 under 
the condition that it would always be open free 
to the public and well maintained.

Mary Lincoln never returned to the family 
home in Springfield after the death of Abraham 
Lincoln. She instead lived in Chicago and in 
Europe until returning to her sister’s house in 
Springfield later in life. 

There are at least five Lincoln statues in  
Chicago including “Standing Lincoln” in Lincoln 
Park, “Sitting Lincoln” Statue in Grant Park, 
“Lincoln the Railsplitter” Statue in Garfield 
Park, “The Young   Lincoln” Statue in Senn 
Park and  “Chicago Lincoln” Statue in Lincoln 
Square.

http://www.presidentlincoln.org
http://www.lincolntomb.org
http://www.illinoishistory.gov
http://www.illinoishistory.gov
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Lincoln Attractions in Illinois

Lincoln Home National Historic Site
Address: 426 South 7th St., Springfield
Phone: (217) 391-3221
The only home the Lincolns ever owned. “I now leave, not knowing when or whether ever, I may 
return, with a task before me greater than that which rested upon Washington.” Abraham Lincoln 
left his home of seventeen years to serve as president of a nation on the verge of Civil War. The 
Lincoln Home has been restored to its 1860 appearance, revealing Lincoln as husband, father, 
and politician. nps.gov/liho/index.htm 

Lincoln-Herndon Law Offices
Address: 6th and Adams, Springfield
Phone: (217) 785-7960
Abraham Lincoln practiced law in the offices above Seth Tinsley’s store from 1843 until 
1852. It was an ideal location for a rising young law firm — near the Capitol and Springfield’s                 
finest hotel of the day and just above the local post office and Federal Courtroom. Although 
not open on Mondays, the Lincoln-Herndon Law Offices are still a great stop for history buffs.                      
visit-springfieldillinois.com

Lincoln Ghost Walks: Legends and Lore 
Address: Old State Capitol Plaza
Phone: (217) 502-8687
The 90-minute 10 block walking tour visits famous Lincoln sites and describes the bizarre history 
surrounding Lincoln’s life and death. Founder Garret Moffett based the tour partly on local lore 
about Lincoln’s visions and dreams. This tour is not scary, but heavy on factual bizarre history 
and suitable for all ages.springfieldwalks.com

Springfield

http://www.nps.gov/liho/index.htm
http://www.visit-springfieldillinois.com
http://www.springfieldwalks.com
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Getaway Packages

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum - 1 Night Stay
Dates Offered: 5/27/2012 to 5/24/2013
By: Carpenter Street Hotel
Fully renovated in 2010, the Carpenter Street Hotel is a beautiful, boutique-style hotel. The    
property is conveniently located two blocks north of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum, 
one block West of St. John’s Hospital and five blocks east of Memorial Medical Center.
Included in the package are a one night accommodation (King or Double Queen Room), 
two   tickets for entry into the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum and two Welcome Snack       
Packages. Total Package: $100.00 (includes taxes).

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum - 2 Night Stay
Dates Offered: 5/27/2012 to 5/24/2013
By: Carpenter Street Hotel
Fully renovated in 2010, the Carpenter Street Hotel is a beautiful, boutique-style hotel. The    
property is conveniently located two blocks north of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum, 
one block West of St. John’s Hospital and five blocks east of Memorial Medical Center.
Included in the package are two night’s accommodations (King or Double Queen), two tickets for 
entry into the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum and two Welcome Snack Packages. Total 
Package: $184.00 (includes taxes).

Abe to Z
Dates Offered: 09/01/2012 to 08/31/2017
By: Hilton Springfield
Nestled in the heart of Springfield’s historic downtown, the Hilton Springfield is walking distance to 
several of the most popular historic sites. Once you arrive at our 30 story hotel, you will not need 
to get back in your vehicle because everything is right outside our doors. The Abe to Z package 
includes a deluxe guest room, two breakfast coupons for the Highland Room that features the 
Hilton Breakfast Buffet, two Springfield Mass Transit District Historic Bus tickets - pick up is right 
in front of the hotel, two Adult ticket gift certificates for Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum 
(2 blocks from the hotel), 15% off Bennigan’s Grill and Tavern and a welcome gift with 15% off    
Abraham Lincoln Museum gift shop and 25% off adult tickets to Knights Action Park (Memorial 
Day to Labor Day), Historic Sites information and more. The package starts at $159 and up. Rate 
is subject to availability.

http://www.carpenterstreethotel.com/
http://www.carpenterstreethotel.com/
http://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/illinois/hilton-springfield-SPFSHHF/index.html
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The Historical Package
Dates Offered: 02/01/2012 to 01/31/2013
By: The Statehouse Inn
Enjoy our beautiful downtown area in style at Springfield’s “Choice” downtown hotel, the historic 
State House Inn. Package includes overnight accommodations in a deluxe guest room, two tick-
ets to the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum, a $50.00 gift certificate to Saputo’s Restaurant 
(a Springfield original favorite Italian restaurant), a full hot American breakfast buffet and two 
beverage tickets for our No Name Lounge. Saputo’s reservations are suggested. You may also 
request additional tickets when reserving. Total package price is $160.00 + tax for Deluxe Guest 
Room and $170.00 + tax for Deluxe Suite accommodations.

Presidential Package
Dates Offered: 02/01/2012 to 12/31/2012
By: President Abraham Lincoln Hotel & Conference Center
Come and explore all that Springfield has to offer and stay at the President Abraham Lincoln Hotel 
& Conference Center. The Presidential Package includes a night in one of the newly renovated 
guestrooms, Breakfast Buffet for two in Lindsay’s Restaurant and two tickets to the Presidential 
Museum. Come and stay in Presidential Style. Rates start at $130.99.

Abe Lincoln Package
Dates Offered: 02/09/2012 to 12/31/2012
By: Ramada Springfield North
The story of Abraham Lincoln’s life is fascinating for all ages. Come and learn how he shaped 
our country and where he walked, when we host you and your family for a journey of discovery 
in Springfield. We will provide you with admission for four, two adults and two children, to the     
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum, accommodations for four in one of the large 
two queen rooms with microwave and refrigerator. Plan to spend the day, and maybe two, while 
you search out the history of our 16th president. Stop by the World Famous Cold Stone Creamery 
downtown for the best ice-cream in town. Enjoy a wonderful complimentary deluxe continental 
breakfast as you plan your “historic day.” Just 10 short minutes from the Lincoln sites, it is a can’t 
miss getaway. Please call for pricing.

Getaway Packages

http://www.thestatehouseinn.com/
http://www.presidentabrahamlincolnhotel.com/
http://www.springfieldramada.com/

