
Dear Colleagues: 
 
We see them on the roads every day — distracted drivers. Those 
who are busily making phone calls or texting while speeding along 
in their cars. Those shaving or putting on makeup while in moving 
traffic. Or those turning around to attend to children or pets in their 
vehicles while driving.  
 
Each of us has probably committed one or several of these acts 
ourselves at one point or another because we think we can handle 
it. But in an average year, 500,000 people are injured in crashes 
caused by drivers who are distracted. And I’m sure none of us 
want to be a part of that statistic. 
 
The American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons’ 12th annual 
multimedia public service advertisement program, titled “Decide to 
Drive,” includes television, radio, and print public service 
advertisements. This campaign also includes a companion Web 
site highlighting the significance of those “small” everyday driver 
distractions — the radio, a phone call, a child’s dropped toy or that 
cup of morning Joe — that actually aren’t so little at all. In fact, 
these diversions are a significant threat to the safety of the driver, 
his or her passengers and everyone else on the road!  
  
The “Decide to Drive” campaign was unveiled during the 2011 Annual Meeting with the official kick-off on 
Thursday, April 6, 2011 in Washington, D.C., during the National Orthopaedic Leadership Conference 
(NOLC) to coincide with National Distracted Driving Month in April.  
 
We all know that orthopaedic surgeons are the ones who put bones and limbs back together after 
vehicular crashes and traumas and would rather encourage all drivers to decide to drive each time they 
get in the car to help keep their bones and limbs intact. 
 
The Academy values the safety of all and challenges you to become an ambassador for this campaign 
amongst your colleagues, patients, family members and friends. Help spread the word with the AAOS, 
the Orthopaedic Trauma Association and the Auto Alliance — one conversation, one click, one patient at 
a time — and we together will help drivers to decide to drive. 
 
 
Here’s what you can do: 
1. Join the conversation. Share your stories of distracted driving incidents at DecidetoDrive.org. 
2. If you have a Facebook account, “Like” our Facebook fan page 

(http://www.facebook.com/DecidetoDrive.org) and share it with your friends. Ask them to submit a 
distracted driving incident they witnessed at DecidetoDrive.org. 

3. If you have a Twitter account, follow our Twitter page (http://twitter.com/decidetodrive) and retweet it 
to your followers. Ask them to submit a distracted driving incident they witnessed at 
DecidetoDrive.org. 
 

 

 

 
Order your free “Decide to Drive” campaign materials and pay only for the cost of shipping.  
 
 

 
Thanks, 
Michael F. Schafer, MD 
Chair, Communications Cabinet 
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