
 
 
 

Through the Years with Borden & Elsie 
 

1801:  At a time when Napoleon dominates Europe and Thomas Jefferson is 
beginning to take an interest in the Louisiana territories…Gail Borden (1801–1874) 
is born on Nov. 9 in Norwich, New York. He later moves to Kentucky with 
his family and by 1929 moves to Texas where he spends many years as a 
surveyor, civil servant, politician and inventor.   
 

1853:  At a time when potato chips are first prepared and the first U.S. World’s 
Fair opens at the Crystal Palace in New York…Gail Borden applies to patent his 
revolutionary process for condensed milk upon which he will build his 
company and his fortune. 
 

1856:  At a time when James Buchanan defeats Millard Fillmore to become the 
15th president…Gail Borden receives a patent for his milk condensing process. 
For the first time milk can be kept pure and storable without the benefit of 
refrigeration and also can be safely distributed over great distances. He uses 
a “vacuum pan” to produce his delicious evaporated milk.  
 

1857:  At a time when Hollywood and the National Association of Baseball Players 
are founded…Gail Borden establishes the New York Condensed Milk 
Company later to become the Borden Company. Borden’s condensed milk 
would play a key role in sustaining the Union Army during the Civil War. 
 



1875:  At a time when the first Kentucky Derby is run at the Louisville Jockey Club 
(later known as Churchill Downs) and Alexander Graham Bell makes his first voice 
transmission…Gail Borden’s sons, Henry Lee and John Gail Borden, pioneer 
the selling of sanitary milk in bottles in New York City.  
 

1881:  At a time when Wyatt Earp and Doc Holliday engage in the "Shootout at OK 
Corral" and PT Barnum and James A. Bailey create the Greatest Show On Earth…John 
Gail Borden finds a dream site for the Borden Farm on the Wallkill River 
about 100 miles north of New York City. By 1889, the farm would spread 
over 1,500 acres and the Borden’s would be milking 77 cows. 
 

1900:  At a time when George Eastman makes the first affordable camera and 
Hawaii officially becomes a territory of the United Sates…Borden modernizes the 
dairy industry, teaching dairymen how to care for their cows and the milk 
they produce. Becoming known later as the “Dairyman’s Ten 
Commandments,” Borden’s methods form the basis for many modern health 
department regulations. 
 

1919:  At a time when the first U.S. air passenger service opens and Jack Dempsey 
KOs Jess Willard for the world heavyweight championship…The New York 
Condensed Milk Company changes its name to the Borden Company. The 
first annual report lists 21 milk plants, eight milk farms, 156 country bottling 
plants and 3,400 horses and wagons among other assets. By 1928, Borden 
will expand to all regions of the country. 
 

1932:  At a time when the parking meter is invented and Franklin Roosevelt wins 
big over Herbert Hoover in the presidential election…A blue-blooded Jersey cow 
named “You’ll Do, Lobelia” is born at Elm Hill Farm in the small town of 
Brookfield, Massachusetts. In just a few short years, she is swept into 
national fame as “Elsie the Cow.” 
 

 
 



1938:  At a time when Howard Hughes sets a new record by completing a 91 hour 
airplane flight around the world and heavyweight boxing champ Joe Lewis knocks out 
Max Schmeling in the first round of their rematch at Yankee Stadium…David William 
Reid, Advertising Marketer, creates the new symbol for the Borden 
Company’s line of products – Elsie the Cow! The Elsie image soon appears 
in magazines, newspapers, billboards and dairy cases across the nation. 
Actress Hope Emerson brings Elsie to life in a series of extremely popular 
radio ads and before long Borden is flooded with Elsie fan mail. Her 
celebrity is matched by the likes of Joe DiMaggio and Mickey Mouse. 
 

1939:  At a time when John Steinbeck publishes his “Grapes of Wrath” and Yankee 
Lou Gehrig completes his 2,130-game iron-man streak…Borden features the 
Rotolactor in its “Dairy of the Future” at the New York World’s Fair. 
Because of the enormous crowd’s curiosity as to which of the cows is Elsie, 
Borden decides it’s time to introduce a real cow to represent the already 
famous character. “You’ll Do, Lobelia” is selected and masses line up to 
meet the real Elsie the Cow. She steals the show, with the vast majority of 
questions regarding the high-tech dairy exhibit being about none other than 
the newly christened Elsie. Borden would trot out more than 50 Elsies over 
the years.  
 

1940:  At a time when the first McDonald’s is founded and the Great Depression 
ends…Elsie makes her big-screen debut, opposite George Bancroft, in RKO’s 
classic movie Little Men. Her skilled performance as Buttercup wins her 
rave reviews in Hollywood and an even more cherished place in the hearts of 
her adoring fans. With all this success, Elsie and her husband Elmer, of 
Elmer’s Glue fame, decide it’s time to start a family! 
 

1942:  At a time when Disney Studios creates Bambi, the first electronic digital 
computer is built and the nation is involved in WWII…Elsie the Cow begins her first 
of many nationwide tours with her new daughter Beulah. Throngs of local 
fans come out to greet the famous cow, and Elsie receives the honorary key 
to more cities than she can shake her tail at. As she tours, Elsie faithfully 
supports the war effort by promoting the purchase of U.S. War Bonds. 
 



1947:  At a time when the first World Series is televised, Jackie Robinson is the first 
African-American player in major league baseball and drive-in theaters come into 
vogue…Elsie and Elmer decide it’s a good time to have another baby. In July, 
modestly sequestered behind drapes in New York’s Macy’s Department 
Store window, Elsie gives birth to a strapping bull calf. The contest to name 
him brings in a million entries, from which judges pick the name Beauregard 
in honor of General Beauregard’s part at the Civil War Battle of Bull Run. 
 

1950’s & 60’s:  In the 50’s when Brylcreem is a popular hair tonic and 
Lucille Ball is one of the best known stars and during the Swinging Sixties when Neil 
Armstrong goes to the moon and opposition to the Vietnam War is strong…Elsie and 
her growing family continue to tour, promoting the delicious and healthy 
benefits of Borden. Twins Larabee and Lobelia are born in 1957. Elsie takes 
to the screen again, this time in living rooms across America, in her famous 
and adorable animated Borden commercials. Walt Disney even features 
Elsie at her own special “Borden Day” at Walt Disney World in Orlando, 
Florida. 
 

1971:  At a time when “All in the Family” and Archie Bunker premiere on 
television and astronaut Alan Shepard hits a golf ball on the moon…An animation 
house brings Elsie to life as a cartoon figure in the first of several television 
commercials aimed at children. Later in the year, Elsie in the flesh opens the 
Borden Ice Cream parlor at Walt Disney World. 
 

1995:  At a time when the Dow-Jones closes above 5000 for the first time and Tom 
Hanks and “Forest Gump” win Academy Awards...Borden Inc. is sold to the 
investment firm of Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co.  
 

1997:  At a time when the "The Simpsons" becomes the longest-running animated 
series in cartoon history and Tiger Woods, at 21, becomes the youngest golfer ever to win 
the Master’s…Elsie’s image and the Borden brand are sold to a farm 
cooperative, Mid-America Dairymen Inc. Mid-America would later merge 
with other cooperatives to form the 22,000-member Dairy Farmers of 
America.  
 



1999:  At a time when the Euro currency is introduced and Lance Armstrong wins 
his first Tour de France…Elsie celebrates her 60th birthday party at Bryant Park 
in New York City to the happy cheers of hundreds of school children. 
Elsie’s very first caretaker in 1939, Jim Cavanaugh, is also there to honor the 
birthday girl. While in New York, Elsie is invited to the Fox Television 
Studios for a special interview. 
 

2004-2005:  At a time when President Ronald Reagan is laid to rest and 
Lance Armstrong wins an unprecedented sixth consecutive Tour de France cycling 
title…Elsie the Borden Cow continues to be in the forefront of consumers’ 
minds as she partners with First Book, a national non-profit organization to 
provide 25,000 new books to underserved children. As part of this 
partnership, Elsie invites kids across the country to participate in the “Bring 
Elsie Home Drawing Contest” and help illustrate a book about Elsie by 
children’s book author and teacher, Frank Murphy. 
 

2006:  At a time when the U.S. population reaches 300 million, Google buys You 
Tube, and the St. Louis Cardinal’s win the World Series…Elsie and Borden® Cheese 
conduct “Elsie’s Family Favorites Recipe Contest” to celebrate the heritage 
of family recipes. Nearly 2,000 entries are received as treasured family 
recipes are shared with Elsie. Jenny Flake of Gilbert, Arizona, wins the 
grand prize for her Breakfast Frittata Italiano recipe and receives a $5,000 
kitchen makeover and a home-cooked meal prepared by celebrity chef, 
Curtis Aikens.  
  

2007:  At a time when, the first woman is elected Speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives and “American Idol” and “Grey’s Anatomy” lead the Nielsen television 
ratings…Borden marks its 150th anniversary. From Gail Borden’s humble 
and innovative beginning to Elsie’s emergence as one of America’s Top 10 
Advertising Icons of all time, Borden still takes pride in one simple 
achievement – delivering the best tasting, highest quality dairy products 
available today. For 150 years, the Borden brand has delivered the best 
products American dairy farmers have to offer. In fact, each purchase of 
Borden dairy products supports hard-working dairy farmers and their 
families.  
 
 


